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 
Dear Student,

To give you further insight into PCS 
we would like to introduce you to 
our Head of Science and Head of 
Languages.

My name is Cullum Ball and I am 
the Head of KS3  Science. I, along 
with the rest of the PCS Science 
department, am very much looking 
forward to welcoming you to our 
laboratories next year. 

We have dozens of great practicals 
for you to get involved in and the 
opportunity to learn much more 
about how our amazing world 
works! 

To get your scienti�c brains 
working before next year, I have a 
little challenge for you. In Science, 
we are fascinated by nature and the 
incredible variety of living things. 
Two animals that you are likely to 
see over the summer are wasps and 
bees.

I would like you to investigate the 
ways in which wasps and bees are 
similar to each other and in what 
ways they are di�erent.  

You can �nd out by asking your 
family, looking in books such as 
insect guides or dictionaries or by 
looking at nature websites like:
 www.woodland trust.org

Année 6, Bienvenues! ¡ 

Welcome to Modern Foreign 
Languages at PCS!

I am Madame Hayhurst, Head of 
Languages, and I am really looking 
forward to welcoming you all in the 
new academic year.

Here at PCS, you will be learning 
French, and you will either be 
taught by myself or a member of 
my brilliant team. 

In the languages department, you 
will build so much more than just 
vocabulary; you will develop vital 
linguistic skills.

Good luck and see you in 
September.  

Cullum Ball
Head of KS3 Science

What You Will Learn 
We start your French journey with 
Module 1: La rentrée (the return to 
school), where you will master the 
absolute basics. As we move 
through the Dynamo 1 curriculum, 
your topics will include:

The Basics: Greetings, numbers, 
days, months, and sharing your 
birthday.
Mon autoportrait (All About Me): 
Describing yourself, your 
personality, and talking about 
your family, brothers, sisters, and 
pets.
Mon collège (School Life): 
Talking about school subjects, 
giving your opinions on them, 
discussing your timetable, and 
learning what a typical French 
school day looks like.
Mon temps libre (Free Time): 
Talking about your hobbies, 
sports, the digital world/social 
media, and how the weather 
changes what you like to do.
Chez moi (Where I Live): 
Describing your house, where you 
live, and your local area.

You will bring these topics to life 
through a mix of listening, reading, 
speaking, writing, and interactive 
online games.

Your Summer French Challenge!
Pick one of the challenges below to 
create a fantastic poster or a fact 
sheet:

Option A (The Explorer): Find the 
names of 10 French-speaking 
(Francophone) countries and their 
capital cities.
Option B (The Foodie): Research 
10 traditional French foods or 
dishes (perfect preparation for 
your future language studies!).

Have a lovely, restful summer! 
À bientôt!
Madame Hayhurst
Head of Modern Foreign Languages

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
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 
This week we have received lots of 
emails and messages from Year 6 
students who are worried about the 
same thing; getting lost!  So, we’ve 
asked some of our students to 
comment on this topic.  This is what 
they said:

“When I was in year 6, I was worried 
about getting lost at secondary 
school.  The advice I would give to 
year 6's is: secondary school is a big 
step in life and yeah it can be scary, 
but once you get to know everything, 
you'll be just �ne.  The key is if you get 
lost just ask someone and they’ll help 
you.”

“I was worried about the corridors.  I'd 
tell the year six's to not worry about 
getting lost because you'll soon �nd 
your way around.  I enjoyed the 
whole transition period.”

“I would say, don't panic.  Although 
the school is big, it is really easy to 
learn how to �nd your way around.  
There are sta� and us, the current 
year 7 ‘s (soon to be year 8's) to ask.  
We were all nervous at �rst, so we 
know best how you are feeling.”

“I was worried about getting lost but 
after a couple days it was so easy.”

“I was worried I was going to go the 
wrong way that the other students 
were going, I think I did go the wrong 
way but it didn’t matter.  There was 
always someone around to tell me 
which way to go!”

“When I was in year six I was worried 
about maybe losing my way around 
the school but when I got to PCS, I 
was �ne.”

"When I was in year 6 I was really 
worried about getting lost.  I would 
say to a year 6 student don't be 
scared. It's normal to feel worried but 
there are lots of people to help them 
and I would tell them to �nd me and I 
will help them .  PCS helped me a lot 
with my transition and I would make 
sure the new students had my help so 
they feel happy.”

“When I was in year 6, I felt worried 
about getting lost in the school but I 
felt that ,with the help of the school 
maps, the transition leaders and the 
teachers, I soon learnt my way 
around and no longer felt worried.”

What’s clear from the comments 
above is that many of our transition 
leaders had the same concerns as 
you.  Hopefully you’ll feel reassured 
that they managed just �ne. 

I think they’ll all agree that they did 
get lost at some point but not for 
long because there was always a 
friendly face waiting to point them 
in the right direction!

 

Ms Channon,  SENDCo

I am really pleased to be joining 
PCS as SENCO in September.  I have 
spent most of my teaching career 
working with students who require 
some extra help and support; I was 
previously a SENCO in another 
secondary school and this year I 
have worked with students outside 
of the mainstream school system.

I still get excited when, working 
with students and parents, we can 
solve a problem together and see a 
young person make progress and 
grow in con�dence. I have my own 
grown-up(ish) children and the 
stresses and strains of parenting a 
secondary school child are still a 
fresh memory.

I am looking forward to getting to 
know you all!

If you have speci�c SEND concerns 
please do contact us on our Yr 6 
SEND transition email:

PCS-SENDdepartment@swale.at 

mailto:PCS-SENDdepartment@swale.at
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 
FIRST DAY OF TERM

The �rst day of term for Year 7 is 
Thursday 3rd September 2026.  
Times and more information will be 
emailed to parents over the 
summer.  

Important information regarding 
Free School Meals 

Access to free school meals has 
signi�cantly expanded in recent 
years. We want to ensure that every 
child who is entitled to Free School 
meals (FSM) receives them. We 
would like to encourage all 
parents/carers who think they 
might be eligible to apply via the 
following link:

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/ed
ucation-learning/schools/school-lif
e/school-meals/free-school-meals

Hello Year 6!

My name is Mrs Dowling and I will 
be one of your access teachers for 
some of your Maths lessons. My role 
in the school is also to teach other 
Maths classes, be a Year 7 tutor and 
I will be your Assistant SENDCo, so I 
will see all of you lots, even if I’m 
not your class teacher. 

In my spare time I love �lms and 
music and I can't wait to sing you 
some of my silly Maths songs! 

I can’t wait to meet you all in 
September!

Hello year 6 students! 

Are you very excited about coming 
to secondary school? We are really 
looking forward to meeting you all. 

I work with students who might 
need some extra help- maybe with 
their learning, or understanding 
words, or maybe with friendships. 
Some of you will get to know me 
well. I also make sure everyone has 
what they need to get through 
their exams- but you don’t need to 
worry about those yet!

I will meet some of you on the 
transition days, and at the meet the 
tutor evening. Some of your parents 
can meet me at the SEND parent 
meeting too. 

My email address is: 
susie.scotting@swale.at

Mrs. Scotting, Lead for the Special 
Facility

Even if you already receive FSM at 
your Primary school we are asking 
parents to reapply at the above link 
to ensure that your child’s FSM is 
immediately available when they 
start year 7 in September.

The government has announced 
that the eligibility criteria for free 
school meals will change from 1 
September 2026.  From that date 
children will be entitled to free 
school meals if their parents or 
carers receive any form of universal 
credit. 

However not all children who 
qualify will be entitled to other 
associated school-related bene�ts.  
Information relating to this will be 
shared when it is available on the 
East Sussex County Council link 
above.

Thank you

mailto:susie.scotting@swale.at
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals



